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ASIKLI HOYUK

- “Bati Kapadokya'nin lik Yerlesikleri”

Asikli Hoylk, glinimizden 10.000 yil 6ncesinde Kapadokya Bélgeﬁ 'nde
kurulmus olan en eski koy yerlesmesidir.

: Avtt,'toplayla ve gécer yasam bicimini terk ederek yerlesik ve Gretici yasam
 bicimine gegen Asikl toplulugu, MO dokuzuncu bin yilin ikinci yarisindan

sekizinci bin yilin son ylzyillanina kadar ayni yerde en az 30-35 kusak

'- boyunca yasamn;t:r

“The Earliest Sedentary Community of West Cappadocla“ :

Asikh Hoyik, dating back to 1 0.000 years before present, is the oldest
settlement in the Volcanic Cappadocia Region.

The inhabitants of Asikli Hoyiik decided to settle nearby the banks of the
Melendiz River during the 9th millennium BC and lived there continuously
for at least 30-35 generations. With its uninterrupted sequence from the 9t
to the 8th millennium BC, Asikli is a key-site for understanding various
aspects of the transition from a mobile, hunter-gatherer way of life to
sedentism and food production.




VieIenUlL Nenr Kiyisifia Kuridiatl K yeresiriede
yasayan kuclk grup, topraga actiklan yaklasik
4.0 m'lik cukurlarin kenarlarini glineste kurutul-
. mus kerpig bloklarla saglamlastirarak, catilarni
4 agac ve sazlarla érterek ilk barinaklarini olustur-
muslardir. Topluluk, yemek hazirli§y, alet, saz ve
sepet yapimi gibi glinlik faaliyetlerini bu barinak-
larin arasinda yer alan acik islik alanlarinda kolek-
tif bicimde yuritmastir. Bugday ve arpa ile cesitl|
baklagilleri yetistiren ve yemis, meyve ile tarl

: : & bitkileri toplayan Asikli sakinleri, sonraki yGzyillar-
ja evcnllestlreceklerl koyun ve keciyi yerlesme icinde, etrafini ¢evirdikleri alan-
arda tutup beslemis; yaban sigir, at, geyikgiller gibi blytik hayvanlarin yani
ira tavsan, tilki, kaplumbada ile kus ve balik tirlerini avlayarak besin saglamis-
ardur.

[opluluk Asikli'ya bir glinltk yUriime mesafesindeki Golliidag ve Neneziden
cesici, kaziyici, delici islevli arag gere¢ yapimi igin obsidyen temin etmis;
ygltme ve ezme igleri icin ¢cevrede bulunan volkanik kayaglan aletlere
16nlstirmistir.

he small group of earliest inhabitants lived in semi-subterranean, kerpi¢
dwellings measuring approximately 4.0 m in diameter. Daily activities such as
ood preparation, tool making, basket weaving were conducted collectively |
n open activity areas located between the dwellings. They cultivated wheat, |
barley and pulses; gathered fruits, nuts and various plant types. While they |
ere hunting a broad spectrum of wild animals, they kept sheep and goat 1
ithin the settlement, inside the enclosures nearby their own dwellings. This :
practice was the initial steps of caprine domestication, which the lnhabltants
ere going to accomplish in the following centuries. '
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Dbsidian, the dominant raw material of #%33
ool production was procured from
ollidag and Nenezi mountains with
n a day walking distance to the settle-
ent. A variety of volcanic rocks in the
egion were also utilized for the produc-
ion of daily tools.

Zaman icinde artan niifus, gelisen teknoloji ve yeni mimari ¢céziimler ile
yerlesme dokusu degismis ve Asikli yerlesmesi buglinkii kéylere
benzeyen bir yapiya sahip olmustur. Evler, artik dértgen planli, tek, iki ya
da (ic odalidir. Bal-petegini andiran yerlesme diizeninde evlerin d(iz
damlari islik alanlari olarak kullaniimaya baslamistir. Yerlesmenin
glineyinde ‘6zel amach yapilar’ alaninda toplulugun inanglanyla ilgili
térenlerin gerceklestirildigi yapilar ve agik alanlar yer alir.

Asikh toplulugu, Kapadokya Bélgesi'nde ylizyillara yayilan yasamlar
stresince mimarlik tarihi, tip tarihi, hayvan evcillestirme (koyun/keci),
piroteknoloji konularinda éncti gelismelerin sahibi bir topluluktur.

By the 8th millennium the settlement pattern changed and the site
gained the look that resembles today's villages. The dwellings began to

& be constructed in rectangular plan, with either one, two or three roomed.

The flat roofs of the densely located buildings were now used as activity
areas. To the south of the settlement, a‘special purpose area’ of buildings
and open spaces was constructed, where collective ceremonies took
place.

Within the habitation history of hundreds of years the inhabitants of
Asikl became the regional pioneers of innovations ranging from
construction techniques to architectural features, to animal

* domestication and pyrotechnology etc.



DENEYSEL TARIHONCESI ASIKLI KOYU - Miize Evler

Deneysel Tarih6ncesi Asikl Kéyi, arkeolojik kazilarla ortaya
ctkarilmis 10 bin yilhik topraga gomiik yuvarlak planli konutlarin
(dokuzuncu bin yil) ve zaman iginde toprak zemin lizerine
yapilmaya baslayan dortgen planl konutlarin (sekizinci bin yil) acik
hava muzesi anlayisiyla yeniden canlandinimis halidir.

Binalar ve aralarinda bulunan sokak, plan, boyut ve yén acisindan
orijinallerinin bire bir kopyalaridir. Sekizinci bin yil yasamini temsil
eden dértgen evlere girisler ahsap merdivenler yardimiyla
catidandir. Deneysel evlerin kapilari ise orijinallerinde
bulunmamasina ragmen, ziyaretcilerin bina iclerine rahatca
girebilmelerini saglamak amaciyla eklenmistir.

Evlerin cevresinde ayrica, Asikli toplulugunun yasadigi zamanlarda
yetisen agag ve bitkilerden 6rneklerin ekildigi (yabani badem,
citlembik, yabani erik) bir tarihncesi dogal cevre canlandirmasi ve
yabani einkorn bugdayinin yetistirildigi tarihéncesi tarla
canlandirmasi yer almaktadir.
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THE EXPERIMENTAL PREHISTORIC ASIKLI VILLAGE

The Experimental Prehistoric Asikli Village at the entrance of Asikl
Hoyk is a reconstruction of the 10.000 years-old semi-subterranean
oval buildings (9th millennium BC) and the rectangular buildings that
replaced the oval buildings through time (during the 8th millennium
BC). The experimental village was influenced by the open-air museum
concept and is open for visitors throughout the year.

The buildings and the narrow street located between them are the
replicas of their originals in terms of plan, size and direction. Entrances
to the buildings representing the 8th millennium life are from the flat
roofs via wooden ladders. The doors were constructed to enable
visitors to enter the replica buildings and do not exist in the original
ones.

Nearby the experimental houses is a reconstruction of the landscape
including examples of trees and plants that we know existed during
the prehistoric periods in the region, such as almond, hackberry and
plum, and a prehistoric field where wild einkorn wheat is cultivated.
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ASIKLI HOYUK ARASTIRMA PROJESI -
Asikl Hoyiik Arastirma Projesi, Mihriban Ozbasaran (istanbul Universitesi
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