\»E.N Mercurius
Yeraltt Sehri
ve Kilisesi

St. Mercurius Underground Cily
and Church

Sarath kasabasindaki ikinci
yeralti sehri olan Aziz
Mercurius Yeralti Sehri ve
Kilisesi'nin, ilk 3 katinin
temizlik ve altyapi
¢alismalari tamamlanarak,
2019 yilinda turizme
acildi. iginde bulunan
kilisesi, yeralti sehrinin
blytikligd, tinel ve oda
yapisiyla Kapadokya'nin
en onemli yeralti
sehirlerinden basinda
gelmektedir.

The first three floors of the
Underground City and
Church of St. Mercurius,
the second underground
city in the town of Saratli,
were completed and the
infrastructure was opened
for tourism in 20189. It is
one of the most important
underground cities of
Cappadocia with its
church, the size of the
underground city, tunnel
and room structure.
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Yeralti sehrinde mekanlari birbirine
baglayan gegitler (potern)
bulunmaktadir. Tirhaz taslari ile giris
ve cikis glizergahlari emniyet altina
alinmistir. Uglincii kattan ikinci kata
inig igin iki alternatif bulunmaktadir.
ikinci kata gecis koridorlari belirli bir
sofada birlesmektedir. Birinci kata inis
ise bir tlinel ile saglanmaktadir. Yeralti
sehrinde bir tanesi disarda olmak
Uzere 3 adet su kuyusu, tuvalet, erzak
kipleri, kiler, hububat ambarlari, 6zel
mekanlar ve mahalleler
bulunmaktadir. Yeralti sehri
iklimlendirme ve havalandirma
sistemine gore Ozel bir tasarimla
yapilmistir. Yeralti sehrindeki kaya
oyma mekanlar gegitler ile kilisede
toplanmaktadir.

Aziz Mercurius Yeralti Sehri ve Kilisesi,
Hristiyanligin yasak oldugu dénemde
M.S. 250'li yillarda Aziz Mercurius
déneminde yaygin olarak
kullanilmistir. Yeralti sehrinin bir
kosesinde ise halkin adak adadig
Dedeli Dam olarak ifade edilen bir
turbe bulunmaktadir.

There are paterns which
band rooms each other's in
the Underground City.
Entrance and departure
routes were marked with
(tirhaz) rock signs. There
are two alternatives to go
down from third floor to
second floor.. Second floor
entraces consort in a
certain hall. It was made
by a special concept
according to conditioning
and air system. Carved
rock places are banded by
paths in the church. The
use of Saint Mercurius
Underground was banned
in Saint Mercurius period.
There is a tomb named
Dedeli Dam in a corner of
the Church which locals
respect. Rescue
excavations and cleaning
of the site is conducted by
local Museum Head Office.






Aziz Mercurius
St. Mercurus

Asil adi Philopater olan Aziz Mercurius M.S. 200-250 yillarinda
Kapadokya'da (Kiiciik Asya'nin dogusunda) yasamis iskit kékenli bir
Roma askeridir. Gengliginde Roma imparatoru Decius'un emrine
girip kisa zamanda tstlin yetenekleri sayesinde generallige kadar
ylkselmistir.

Roma ordusu Berberilere karsi zafer kazandiginda imparator
putlarina tiitsii sunmak istediginde Aziz Mercurius “Ben tanrim ve
isa Mesih'den baskasina tapinmam” diyerek karsi gikmistir. Bunun
lizerine Roma imparator Decius itaatsizliginden dolayi éncelikle
(orduda biiylk sevgisi oldugundan, ordu isyan etmesin diye)
riitbeleri sokiilerek dogdugu memleketine Kapadokya bdlgesine
stirgline gonderilir. Ailesiyle birlikte mitevazi yasamini stirdiiriirken
imparator intikam i¢in lizerine Roma askerleri géndererek Aziz
Mercurius'u kafasini kestirmistir ve kafatasini Misir'a géndermistir.
Aziz Mercurius yeralti sehrindeki kilisede bir mezar icerisinde tist
iste bir kadin ve erkege ait ceset bulunurken, erkek cesedinin
kafatasi kilise zeminindeki nekropol alaninda bulunamamustir. Kilise
zemininde 37 adet mezar tespiti yapilmis ve ¢ogunlugu gocuk
mezaridir. Muhtemelen Aziz Mercurius'un ailesi oldugu tahmin
edilmektedir. Kutsal sehit Philopater Mercurius iki kiligh aziz olarak
da bilinir. Arapcada Abu-Saifan iki kilicli olarak da taninir. Halen
Misir'da adina hristiyanlar tarafindan kutlamalar yapiimaktadir.
Kilicinin birinin bas melek tarafindan kutsandigina inanilir.

Saint Mercurius, whose real name was Philopater, lived in
Cappadocia around B.C. 200-250. He was a Roman soldier with
Scythian origin. During his youth he joined the Roman Emperor
Decius' command and became a General in his Army with his
exceptional skills. When the Emperor wanted to offer fumigant to the
gods, Saint Mercurius objected it and said “I, the Saint Mercurius
wont worship other than Jesus, and my God”. Upon this, Roman
Emperor Decius ordered him to be dismantled and banished to his
homeland Cappadocia because of Saint Mercurius' disobedience
Saint Mercurius was a respected name in the army. To avoid any
revolt, the Emperor did not punished him immediately. While the
Saint Mercurius was living a humble life with his family in the
Cappadocia, the Emperor sent his army to avenge his disobedience
by beheading him and to sent his skull to the Egypt. Two corpses, one
man and women, one after the another were found in a tomb in
Saint Mercurius” Underground City. The skull of the corpses could not
be found in necropolis area, which is in the church's ground, 32
tombs were located which were mostly children tombs. It is
presumed that those were probably Saint Mercurius' family. The
divine martyr Philopater Mercurius is also known as double sworded
saint. (In Arabic, Abu-Saifan is also known as double sworded. There
are still celebrations for him in Egypt. It is believed that one of bis
sword was blessed by an archangel.)



